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About the time young Leonard Feeney 
got acquainted with Mr. Wigglesworth, 
he began to realize what every poet 
knows, that the world is full of wonders. 
Mr. Wigglesworth was the Dickensian 
character who ran the little neighbor- 
hood general store, and he was fond of 
declaiming before an audience of one 
very small Leonard Feeney dressed in 
overalls, seated upon a crate, and but 
lately arrived at the use of reason. “The 
United States is a nation of unripe 
bananas!” the storekeeper would thunder. 
After duly impressing that solemn and 
shameful truth upon young Feeney, Mr. 
Wigglesworth would proceed to ask his 
advice as to what to do about his wife. 
“She went around sayin’ that I married 
her for her money! That’s what she said. 
Good God, what can you do with a 
woman like that?” Unfortunately, the 
little boy did not know. 

But even before he met Mr. Wiggles- 
worth, Leonard Feeney’s life was not de- 
void of remarkable incidents. He was 
born into the world free from the guilt 
of original sin on February 15, 1897, at 
118 Adams Street, Lynn, Massachusetts, 
the eldest child of Thomas Butler Feeney 
and Delia Agnes Leonard Feeney. The 
unusual circumstance of his baptism be- 
fore birth was due to the fear that his 
mother’s death was to be the price of 
his life. He began to talk at the age of 
one and a half and, to the horror of his 
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parents, the first sentence he formed con- 
tained the word “Damn!” He had picked 
it up from a tramp who came to the door 
asking for a hand-out and was invited 
in for coffee. 

In his book, Survival till seventeen, 
which he describes as “some portraits of 
early ideas”, Father Feeney gives a de- 
lightful account of his childhood and 
youth. He remembers that one day when 
he was six, he heard a voice calling 
through an open window, “Len. . rrrrrrd! 
If you don’t come in now for dinner, you 
won’t get any pudding!” He stood and 
listened and for the first time realized 
that he had a mother, who was young, 
beautiful, his very own, and whose busi- 
ness it was to take care of him. After 
that, he met Mr. Wigglesworth; began to 
study the yellow and pig-tailed mystery 
known as Wing Lee, Hand Laundry; de- 
veloped a proper pride in his father, who 
was a successful manager for a large life 
insurance company; came off second best 
in an encounter with a mosquito that 
gave him the malaria and made him 
think in his delirium that he was seeing 
“an elephant uproot Bunker Hill Monu- 
ment and hurl it like a javelin across 
East Boston Harbor”. He enjoyed the 
long Sunday evenings, when the house 
was always full of people and noise and 
entertainment. He learned to play the 
violin, and music is still his hobby. And, 
of course, he went to school. His teacher 
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was a “wimpled nun”, who besides im- 
parting the usual elements of learning, 
taught him a certain amount of escha- 


tology. 


This gentle girl in cape and coif 
With softest silver in her laugh 
Prepared me for my epitaph: 


“Here lies a lad whose sins were sins, 
Not streptococcic orange skins; 
Nor were his virtues vitamins. 


He learned the rules and knew the 
game; 

If Hell or Heaven hold the same,— 

Himself, not spinach, was to blame.” 


He entered the Jesuit Novitiate of St. 
Andrew-on-Hudson on September 7, 
1914, and he made his philosophical and 
theological studies at Woodstock Col- 
lege, Woodstock, Maryland, and at Wes- 
ton College, Weston, Massachusetts. 
After his ordination to the priesthood in 
1928, he spent two years in England and 
France, studying at the University of Ox- 
ford and at the Sorbonne. He was in- 
structor in English in the Boston College 
Graduate School from 1931 to 1936 and 
Literary Editor of America from 1936 to 
1940. At present he is teaching a course 
in sacred eloquence to the Jesuit semi- 
narians at Weston College. He has just 
completed a term of office as President 
of the Catholic Poetry Society of Amer- 
ica and is now one of the four Vice- 
Presidents of the Society. 


Father Feeney published his first book 
of poems, In towns and little towns, in 
1927, while he was still a Jesuit scholastic. 
It was well received, and during the 
months that followed its first appear- 
ance it was reprinted many times. It is 
his largest book of poems and is divided 
into two parts, “In Towns and Little 
Towns”, and “In the Everlasting City”. 
The first part is composed largely of 


poems about people, most of them ordi- 
nary, every-day people, like the washer- 
woman, the blacksmith, the crossing- 


tender, the traffic cop, the undertaker, 


the fireman, the bank teller’s wife, the 
school teacher. The second part of the 
book consists entirely of religious poems, 
of which “Angelicus”, an ode in honor 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, is the longest 
and most ambitious, and “A Priest’s Of- 
fertory” is one of the best. Two of the 
poems and part of a third are on Our 
Lord’s Nativity, a subject to which Father 
Feeney returns again and again in his 
later books. “The Way of the Cross,” 
which is one of the shorter poems in this 
first collection, will serve as an example 
of Father Feeney’s early work. 


Along the dark aisles 
Of a chapel dim 
The little lame girl 
Drags her withered limb. 


And all alone she searches 
The shadows on the walls 

To find the three pictures 
Where Jesus falls. 


Riddle and reveries (1933), Father 
Feeney’s second book, represents a de- 
finite departure from the more conven- 
tional style of In towns and little towns. 
The poems are shorter, the ideas more 
whimsical, original, and daring, and the 
versification more distinctive. Some of 
the poems are about such people as a 
blind man, a prisoner, an organ blower. 
But the people who inspire him are 
neither so numerous nor so ordinary as 
those about whom Father Feeney wrote 
in his first book. There are a number of 
poems about animals, a theme of which 
he is fond and with which he is singu- 
larly successful. The quaint and clever 
conceit, the bold and unexpected turn of 
thought, the surprise ending, which are 
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found in many of the poems of this 
volume, indicate the direction Father 
Feeney’s writing has taken. “Danny’s 
First Communion” is typical. 


Impotent now the wisdom 
And sword of Solomon 
If mothers come to quarrel 
About this little son. 


For truly this is Danny, 
And really this is Jesus. 
The whole of him is Mary’s, 
And all of him Louise’s. 

Boundaries (1935) shows development 
along the line taken in Riddle and reverie. 
It accentuates the characteristic qualities 
that had begun to appear in that book 
and it contains some of Father Feeney’s 
best poems. “The Donkey” reminds one 
of Chesterton’s poem on the same sub- 
ject. And it is interesting to observe 
how differently Chesterton and Father 
Feeney are inspired to write about the 
same animal. Father Feeney “sees a 
donkey at a fair” but notes that “in every 
lineament and line he was completely 
asinine”; so he decides “it would be utter 
blindness to show him any sort of kind- 
ness”, and goes on to visit the other ex- 
hibits. 


But down the mid-ways while I went 
On all the pageantry intent, 

| stopped and started to remember 

A little stable in December, 


Battered by wind and swathed in snow, 
Nearly two thousand years ago, 
When one poor creature like to this 
Saw Mary give her Child a kiss. 


So back I sauntered to the rail, 

And stared at him from head to tail, 

And gave his cheek a little pat, 

And merely let it go at that. 
There are several other poems on animals 
as far removed from one another as 
whales and snails and some fine poems 
about children. The poem entitled “The 
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Whale” brings up the difficult question 
of psychology, how does one get the idea 
of a whale into one’s head? “Snails” is 
the shortest poem Father Feeney has 
published. 


Snails obey the holy 
Will of God slowly. 

Whatever critical opinion may even- 
tually be formed as to the relative merits 
of Father Feeney’s first four books of 
poetry, his own opinion at the present 
time is that Song for a listener (1936) is 
his best work to date. That many concur 
in this judgment is evidenced by the fact 
that more copies of this book have been 
sold than of any of his others. Song for 
a listener is the longest poem Father 
Feeney has written. Each stanza has 
three lines; the stanzas are in groups of 
three to a page; and the book has thirty- 
three pages. In simple musical verses the 
poet presents a sort of spiritual autobiog- 
raphy together with reflections on the 
world and on life. The seventeenth 
group of stanzas, which relates his bap- 
tism, will serve to illustrate what the 
poem is like. 


Within this Fortress I was brought, 
A little thing without a thought, 
And given all for giving nought. 


I was anointed with a Sign, 
And someone’s promise, made for 
mine, 

Attached my branch unto a Vine 

Of Immortality and Love, 

With Intimations from above 

That Wordsworth was not thinking of. 

Besides writing four volumes of poems, 
Father Feeney has collaborated in two 
others. To Sheed and Ward’s Gospel 
rhymes (1934), a symposium for young 
people, he contributed five ballads which 
relate simply and beautifully five inci- 
dents in the life of Our Lord. With 
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Nathalia Crane he is co-author of The 
ark and the alphabet (1939), an animal 
collection for children young and old. 
The two poets divide the alphabet and 
the animals from ahu to zebra evenly be- 
tween them. A delicious humor and 
great cleverness distinguish the book. It 
seems a pity that so discerning a poem as 
“The Feature Feature”, which was pub- 
lished in Boundaries, could not have 
been made to fit into The ark and the 
alphabet. It is quoted here in part. 

The owl is meant to emphasize 

Especially the art of eyes. 

* * * 


The ostrich runs around and begs 
Attention to the art of legs. 


The art of neck belongs to the 
Giraffe quite unmistakably. 
* * * 


The elk extends its chandeliers 
To crown the lovely art of ears. 


The art of mouth is obvious, 
Due to the hippopotamus. 


The art of chin is left to man, 
Assisted by the pelican. 

Father Feeney’s first book of prose, 
Fish on Friday, was published in 1934. 
While the sketch which gives the book 
its title might just as well be called an 
informal essay and “The Queen of 
Hearts” is a cleverly constructed short 
story, all the other chapters are personal 
sketches about such interesting people as 
Charlie Maloney, Joe Pallavicino, Mrs. 
Boggiano (née Katie Zdrojefska), and 
Cousin Willie, whom the author has met 
at home or abroad and whom he por- 
trays with the insight of a keen and kind- 
ly observer of human nature and the art 
of a born story-teller. Both the subjects 
of the sketches and the treatment are 
widely diversified, but the subjects all 
have great human interest and they in- 


spire the author to tell their stories with 
understanding and humor in a style that 
is remarkably easy, smooth, bright, and 
charming. The book has enjoyed great 
popularity, which it well deserves. 


Several of the chapters in You’d better 
come quietly (1939) are somewhat simi- 
lar to Father Feeney’s earlier sketches, 
but the greater part of the book is taken 
up with theological discussions of such 
subjects as the different species of beings 
on earth and in Heaven, the Blessed 
Sacrament, the Incarnation, the Trinity, 
all treated in a way in which, it may be 
said, they have never been treated before. 
The author possesses an astonishing abil- 
ity to make the profoundest mysteries 
seem simple by discussing them in a 
manner that is intimate, interesting, 
imaginative, and altogether original. It 
is to be hoped that Father Feeney will 
write more essays like “You’d Better 
Come Quietly”, “The Trinity Explained 
to Thomas Butler”, “Dialogue with an 
Angel”, and “Do Not Go to Bethlehem 
to Find the Obvious”. 


Father Feeney’s latest prose work is 
Survival till seventeen, which is a happy 
combination of autobiography and _in- 
formal essays. It is, of course, unusual 
for a man of forty-three to undertake an 
autobiography. And it is even more sur- 
prising that the author of such a work 
should make it more difficult by confin- 
ing himself to the first few years of his 
life. Father Feeney draws the curtain 
upon his memories at the age of seven- 
teen, at the point where he entered the 
Society of Jesus. But the book is in- 
genuous, humorous, captivating, and al- 
together free from the egotism that spoils 
so many autobiographies. 

The three prose works just referred to 
are grouped together because they all 
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consist of sketches or informal essays. 
Father Feeney has written one other book 
in prose, An American woman (1938), 
which is a biography of Mother Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, Foundress of the Sisters of 
Charity. The life of this great woman 
is one of the most beautiful chapters in 
the history of the Church in America. 
But Father Feeney tells the story in a 
strange way and in an unusual style. His 
too continuous commentary upon the 
events he relates impedes a story which 
is in itself sufficiently moving. 


In an open letter to Al Smith, under 
the title “The Brown Derby”, first pub- 
lished in America for November 24, 1928, 
and later printed in pamphlet form in 
answer to a widespread popular demand, 
Father Feeney expressed the sentiments 
of a great many Catholics as well as his 
own in regard to the Presidential cam- 
paign of 1928. 


The policeman in the park is the title 
of a play Father Feeney has written, but 
he has not yet offered it for either pub- 
lication or production. 

He is working on a new book, of which 
he says, “It really hasn’t much of a per- 
sonality as yet, but I have hopes for it.” 
Reading a book of his in either poetry or 
prose, one is likely to get the impression 
that Father Feeney dashes off his poems 
and essays at great speed and with the 
utmost ease. But he says, “I write very 
slowly and laboriously. What people are 
pleased to call my ‘whimsicality’ is the 
result of what seems to me an almost 
infinite amount of labor, studying an idea 
up and down and all around.” He hopes 
soon to get together enough poems for a 
fifth volume of verse. “I am trying to 
do enough poems for another book,” he 
writes. “But a poem is a thing that will 
positively not come to me except when it 


71 


wants to. I think my poetry is far more 
valuable than my prose, though few agree 
to this.” 

However the future may decide the 
question of the relative values of his 
contributions to literature in prose and 
in poetry, it does seem clear that both 
as essayist and as poet Father Feeney is 
a new kind of writer. There have been 
plenty of good informal essayists writing 
in English, but without expressing a 
Catholic philosophy of life. And there 
are a great many writers with a Catholic 
philosophy of life who lack the peculiar 
gift of being able to express themselves 
in the pleasantly familiar manner of 
Charles Lamb or Robert Louis Steven- 
son. Father Feeney in prose is a com- 
petent familiar essayist with a Catholic 
philosophy of life. 

As a poet too he possesses certain quali- 
ties that seem to justify the statement 
that he is a new kind of writer. It is 
significant that he does not like the “new” 
forms of poetry and never uses any of 
them. 

Our tuneless asses cannot climb 
Parnassus, so perhaps it’s time 
For reason to return to rhyme. 
Neither does he employ any of the more 
complicated conventional forms of versi- 
fication. For example, there is not a 
single sonnet in any of his books. His 
forms are his own, and for the most part 
they are the simplest. His style, his 
ideas, and his emotions are likewise his 
own. And there are no echoes of other 
poets in his work. He believes in brevity. 
He also believes in absolute sincerity. He 
never poses. “I loathe the aesthetic atti- 
tude, the literary languish.” He never 
affects heroics, never allows his poetic 
expression to outrun his emotion. 
Not in the pose of art 
Do I disclose my heart. 
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He appears to have taken very seriously 
the words of Newman that a writer 
“must creep before he can fly, by which 
I mean the humility, which is a Christian 
virtue, has a place in literary composi- 
tion”, for he writes about little things. 
Although he gives his views on poetry in 
several of his poems and discusses the 
subject rather philosophically in Survival 
till seventeen, his verses entitled “Apol- 
ogy” seem to express most adequately 
his personal attitude toward the writing 


of poetry. 


God give me strength 
In making a rhyme 

To limit the length, 
To stop it in time. 

I could not absorb it, 
Suppose it a star, 

If out of its orbit 
It wandered too far. 

I could not console it, 


Suppose it a grief, 
I could not control it 


Unless it be brief. 


Perhaps it is because humility is no- 
where else taught so well as at Bethlehem 
that Father Feeney has written more poems 
on Christmas than on any other subject. 
And from the Christmas scene he takes 
the Blessed Virgin, childhood, and ani- 
mals as the subjects of many other poems. 
He concludes his chapter on “Poetry” in 
Survival till seventeen with these words: 


God is very kind to the poet at 
Bethlehem, letting him kneel like a 
listening ass and a staring ox in the 
presence of that complete resolution 
of all poetic values: a Virgin-Mother 
and a God-Man. 


God to poets: “Unless you become 
as little children, you shall not enter 
The Kingdom of Heaven!” 


Poets to God: “And unless You 
become a little child, You shall not 
get out!” 


That last sentence is typical of Father 
Feeney. It illustrates his fondness for 
paradox, his wit, his daring. Some readers 
would like him better if he were more 
sedate, if he would refrain from mixing 
up sallies of wit with his poetry, as he 
so often does. The answer to that objec- 
tion, if it can be answered, is that in 
order to be original, one must simply be 
natural, must insist on being oneself. 
Father Feeney is both a wit and a poet. 
He insists on being himself. And that is 
why he is a new kind of poet. 
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Fourier Library of the College of 


Notre Dame of Maryland, Baltimore 


By SisTER Mary Davin, S.S.N.D., 
Assistant Librarian 








Saint Pierre Fourier would have been 
more than pleased if he could have been 
present in Baltimore on the seventeenth 
day of this November to see the fruition 
of his early efforts to remedy some of the 
disorders sequent to the Renaissance in 
France. Fourier Library has been built 
with the purpose of aiding American 
young girls to know and love the true 
standards of morality and culture. Its 
cornerstone was laid, its crucifix blessed 
and the entire building dedicated by the 
Most Reverend John M. McNamara, 
D.D., V.G., Auxiliary Bishop of Wash- 
ington and Baltimore. Monsignor Joseph 
Nelligan, Chancellor of the Archdiocese 
delivered the address in the presence of 
several hundred students, alumnae and 
friends assembled in the main lobby. 
Then—unique privilege—Our Lord Him- 
self, from the temporary altar, bestowed 
His benediction. 


The edifice so auspiciously opened is 
a four-story structure of tapestry brick 
and Indiana limestone, built on the 
northern section of the campus on a site 
rich in old oak and spruce trees but suffi- 
ciently open to afford unobstructed sun- 
light all day long. The cost of four hun- 
dred thousand dollars for building and 
equipment will be amply repaid in the 
years to come by the growth it has facili- 
tated, 
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Problems that confronted the archi- 
tect, Mr. Frederick Vernon Murphy, 
F.A.LA., of Washington, were by no 
means simple. This building must house 
not only the library proper, but also the 
biology, speech, and art departments, and 
must provide room for expansion. His 
solution was a structure practically E- 
shaped. The main floor is devoted to 
the library. Below it, in a basement al- 
most entirely above ground level, are 
located a little theatre, with stagecraft 
room and office; three biology labora- 
tories, with classroom, storeroom and of- 
fice; a clubroom; and a spacious student 
lounge that boasts a particularly lovely 
fireplace. Above the library floor the 
art department possesses not only a large 
studio with northern lighting, but also an 
arts and crafts room, an office and study 
room, a lecture room, and a magnificent 
gallery. General classrooms and confer- 
ence rooms utilize the space remaining. 


Both the disposition of space and the 
choice of structural material for the li- 
brary story fulfill a librarian’s fond 
dreams. Entering at the main door on 
the west facade, one ascends a short 
flight of steps to a decorative aluminum 
gate, flanked on each side by plate glass 
display cases that form an inner wall be- 
tween entrance and lobby. Across the 
inner corridor stands the circulation desk, 
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and behind it the dictionary catalogue, 
both of them built in red gum to match 
the wainscot. This central area of the 
lobby has a series of high narrow win- 
dows, north and south, that produce a 
delightful atmosphere of welcome to the 
visitor. It opens, also, through two doors, 
into the workroom and stack areas in the 
central bar of the “E”. 


These are particularly economical of 
space without being in the least cramped. 
Proceeding through the right-hand door 
behind the catalogue, one enters an ante- 
room that gives access to the librarian’s 
office on the south. Farther along the 
same passage is the door to the cata- 
loguing room, some seventeen feet square, 
with four southerly windows. Opposite 
stands the binding room, generously pro- 
vided with closet space and lighted by 
tall windows that face eastward. Next 
to it, in the heart of the building, is a 
large vault, whose proportions and emp- 
tiness are a source of amusement and of 
hope! Stack space surrounds the square 
of workroom and vault—at least, to north 
and west. 


At present, the stack has two tiers, con- 
sisting of six double-faced and four single- 
faced ranges of six sections each, with a 
few extra sections on the upper level. 
There is a hand-operated book lift which 
connects the delivery room in the base- 
ment with both levels of the stack; be- 
sides this, the general elevator of the 
building opens outside the main lobby 
and can be used for transfer of book 
trucks and furniture from one floor to 
another. If the stacks should grow to 
two more tiers, as is possible, then the 
third tier would also be accessible from 
the elevator. Although most of the 


building is of concrete alone, the stack 
area has a steel framework especially de- 


vised in view of expansion. All but one 
of the stack windows, too, face north; 
there is no danger that direct sunlight 
may injure the books. Four study carrels, 
two on each tier, afford opportunity for 
quiet to research workers. 


Emerging from the stack, one may turn 
northward up the lobby to reach the big 
reading room, which stretches east and 
west some seventy-five feet and north- 
ward about twenty-five. The most con- 
spicuous feature of the room is a fireplace 
of black and gold marble—a practicable 
fireplace, with a real chimney—set in a 
wide panel mirror that flows upward 
from floor to ceiling. On the opposite 
wall are seven double windows with 
shelving between, and all around the 
room go these shelves of red gum. In 
addition to chairs and tables of simple 
finish, there is a leisure unit of couch 
and leather armchairs before the fireplace 
that proves quite popular. The seating 
capacity of this reading room is seventy- 
five. 

To the right of the fireplace opens the 
periodical room, which at present has 
one hundred seventy-five current maga- 
zines and several newspapers on racks 
built into the shelving. The west wall of 
this room has no shelves, but the gum 
wainscot rises to the same height and 
contains an intriguing closet for news- 
paper files. 

Passing once more into the lobby and 
moving southward, a visitor will find the 
reception room, which is distinguished 
by a parquet floor of Bruce block. Beyond 
this lies an L-shaped space which was 
intended for current reading, a sort of 
browsing room. Since there is a student 
lounge in the same building, it proved 
more practical to employ this delightful 
room, with its western and southern ex- 
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posure, for general reference purposes. 
One smaller section has been reserved 
for bibliographical tools and the vertical 
file. The other houses general and spe- 
cial encyclopedias, dictionaries, and such 
other useful volumes as are withdrawn 
from general circulation. The shifting 
collection of reserved books is usually 
small enough to be taken care of com- 
fortably at the general circulation desk 
in the lobby. 


Provision has been made, also, for a 
special collections room, directly opposite 
the reference room. This holds the li- 
brary’s group of manuscripts, letters and 
autographed books of contemporary 
American poets. Sister Mary Angeline, 
Professor of English Literature, assembled 
this collection of writings through the 
generous consent of sixty poets to whom 
she wrote. Among them are Theodore 
Maynard, Katherine Brégy, Mary Dixon 
Thayer, Reverend James J. Daly, S.J., and 
all the members of the Catholic Poetry 
Society of Baltimore. 


The materials of which Fourier Library 
is constructed are both pleasant to look 
upon and practical to use. The tapestry 
brick of the exterior is almost a perfect 
match for the facade of College Hall, to 
which it is connected by a cloister walk. 
Indiana limestone forms almost a lumi- 
nous front wall to the low tower above 
the main entrance; and aluminum win- 
dow casings, delivered just in time, 
promise durable service. The floor of the 
entire lobby is covered with Cardiff green 
marble, from native Maryland quarries. 
Glowing red gum makes a wainscot three 
feet high around the lobby and forms 
shelving in the reading and reference 
rooms. The floors of these rooms are 
covered in mottled black and green resili- 
ent linoleum blocks, and a further deter- 


rent to noise is the acoustic plaster of the 


walls and ceilings. 


The lighting is particularly interesting. 
Natural daylight suffices most of the 
time, except in very cloudy weather, since 
all the windows are high. They have 
been fitted with Venetian blinds over 
the entire building, so that a maximum of 
light may be used—or excluded, when 
desirable. But the artificial illumination 
caused favorable comment from many 
visitors at the dedication ceremony. Large 
steel reflectors aid in producing a glow 
of indirect light through the lobby. In 
the reading rooms the fixtures are of 
opaque glass that throws the light upon 
white plastered areas in the ceiling. They 
are supplemented by a generous number 
of louvered concealed lights which give 
an illumination of thirty foot candles 
throughout at desk height. In the stacks 
there are Goodrich stack lights that 
spread visibility in a highly satisfactory 
manner. 

Heat is furnished by the central heat- 
ing plant of the College; but a special 
tunnel was constructed to admit of the 
most direct conduits. There is steam 
heat, supplied by radiators concealed in 
the walls of the rooms. Thermostats 
strategically placed regulate the temper- 
ature. In each room, also, there is a 
Herman-Nelson ventilating unit contain- 
ing fans which in frigid weather can cir- 
culate the air that is drawn in through 
air ducts in the basement. 

This is only a fraction of the advan- 
tages of the Fourier Library, which was 
built by the Davis Construction Com- 
pany and the Library Bureau of Reming- 
ton, Rand, Inc., under the personal super- 
vision of Mr. Frederick Vernon Murphy. 
Mr. Murphy has graciously provided the 
plans which accompany this article. 


-- 
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News and Notes 








Mip-WINTER MEETINGS 
On Monday, December 29, the Illinois 
Unit, under the chairmanship of Brother 
John Victorian, will hold its mid-winter 
meeting at the Cathedral Auditorium, 

19 E. Chicago Avenue. The following 

program is scheduled: 

9:00 Address of Welcome, Reverend 
Emmett Regan, Cathedral Par- 
ish Library. 

9:30 Evaluative Criteria for High 
School Libraries, Brother Hugh 
Elzear, F.S.C., De La Salle High 
School, Chicago, Illinois. 

10:30 Organizing the Elementary School 
Library. Sister Mary Gustave, 
O.P., Librarian, SS. Faith, Hope, 
Charity School, Winnetka, IIl. 

11:15 Catholic Publishers’ Problems. Mr. 
Frank Bruce, Milwaukee, Wis. 

12:00 Business Meeting. 


A general C.L.A. Round Table session, 
regularly held in conjunction with the 
A.L.A. conference, will be held on Tues- 
day, December 30 at 2:30 P. M. in the 
Drake Hotel. The program, which will 
be strictly informal and consist of reports 
and discussions on current C.L.A. pro- 
jects and regional unit activities, will be 
under the chairmanship of Reverend 
Thomas J. Shanahan. 


CounciL oF LrprARY ASSOCIATIONS 
The presidents of existing national li- 
brary associations are forming a Council 
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of Library Associations, the purpose of 
which will be to define and coordinate 
provisional library activities, to weigh 
the need or usefulness of wide-reaching 
projects arising in the library field, etc. 
The Executive Council has authorized 
the president to cooperate in the forma- 
tion of the proposed Council, subject to 
later approval of the specific program the 
Council shall decide on. 

The opening meeting of the Council 
is being called by Miss Laura A. Wood- 
ward, President of the Special Libraries 
Association for December 28, at 2:30 
P. M. at the Drake Hotel, Chicago, in 
order to discuss functions, representa- 
tions, program, and machinery for oper- 
ation of the Council. Reverend Colman 
J. Farrell, O.S.B., and Miss Mary C. 
Devereaux will represent the C.L.A. 

The A.L.A. is establishing a Joint 
Committee on Relations between Na- 
tional Library Associations of which the 
first meeting will be held on December 
29 at the Drake Hotel. Father Farrell 
and Miss Devereaux will also represent 
the C.L.A. at this session. 


NATIONAL CATHOLIC COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 
The National Catholic Community 
Service, one of the constituent members 
of the United Service Organizations, has 
been developing a program designed to 
“supply wholesome, worthwhile reading 
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matter carefully adapted to the needs, 
tastes, and capacities of service men. Spe- 
cial attention will be paid to the large 
variety of available Catholic literature 
with the threefold intention: (1) of 
bringing available Catholic books to the 
attention of these men; (2) of serving to 
raise the general level of Catholic cul- 
ture by developing a group of Catholic 
readers; (3) of offering encouragement 
to Catholic writers by developing a con- 
sciousness concerning Catholic books and 
bookmen that will ultimately result in 
increased sales and increased rewards to 
authors. When fully under way, this 
Reading Room program will involve the 
purchase of thousands of books, periodi- 
cals, and newspapers. 


“The approach to the whole problem 
is being made in a sound, logical manner, 
and approved but simplified methods of 
library science will be used in the estab- 
lishment and operation of the Reading 
Room program. In this work the Pro- 
gram Division will have the advisory 
services of the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion. It will also work in close coopera- 
tion with the Army Library Service.” 

More detailed information on the sub- 
ject of providing reading material for 
Catholic men in service is found in a 
memorandum from Philip Wendell Shay 
of the Program Department, N.C.C.S., 
from which we quote 

1. With the help of several Catholic 

educators twelve books were chosen 
to be called an N.C.C.S. Bookshelf 
to Live With and another twelve 
books to be called an N.C.C.S. Book- 
shelf to Live By. These twenty-four 
books have been sent to some eighty- 
five USO Clubs operated by N.C. 
C.S. Funds for these twenty-four 
books are being provided from the 


National Program Budget. Club di- 
rectors are asked to provide funds 
for any additional books from their 


local program budget. 


. Seven basic Catholic magazines were 


chosen. Subscriptions to these mag- 
azines have been sent to some eighty- 
five USO Clubs operated by N.C. 
C.S. Funds for these seven maga- 
zines are being provided from the 
National Program Budget. Club di- 
rectors are asked to provide funds 
for any additional magazines from 
their local program budget. 


. The Program Department prepared 


the following lists of books and mag- 
azines and made them available to 
USO Clubs operated by N.C.CS.: 
1. Selected books on high school 
level. 
2. Selected books on college level. 
3. List of technical and vocational 
books. 
4. List of seventy-five acceptable peri- 
odicals chosen from various fields. 
Lists No. 1 and No. 2 are either 
books by Catholic authors or writers 
especially versed in Catholic prob- 
lems. All of the lists are largely the 
result of extensive investigation of 
the reading interests of service men, 
and they have been approved by re- 
sponsible persons. 


. With the help of Army, Navy, and 


Office of Education specialists, there 
was compiled a list of technical and 
vocational books for USO headquar- 
ters in New York City. At the time 
Mr. Shay compiled this list, he under- 
stood that the W.P.A. had agreed to 
provide a basic list of technical and 
vocational books for USO Clubs. 


. The Department advised Army, 


Navy, and Air Force libraries on ap- 











78 


80 The Catholic Library World 


propriate Catholic books, magazines 
and newspapers for Catholic men. 

6. It set up a central purchasing section 
at National Headquarters for books 
and magazines. 

7. Approximately 70,00 pamphlets, 40,- 
000 prayerbooks, 3,000 magazines, and 
2,000 Penguin and Pocket Books were 
distributed through the medium of 
the bookmobile. 

8. A list of objectionable magazines is 
sent once a month to each USO Club 
operated by N.C.C.S. and to seven 
supervisors. 

9. It has sent the following Follett 
guides to all USO Clubs operated 
by N.C.CS.: 

1. A guide to Catholic reading. 

2. A guide to good reading. 

3. A guide to inexpensive reading. 
10. It is coordinating the work of several 

Catholic youth groups who are dis- 

tributing magazines and other litera- 

ture to USO Clubs operated by N.C. 

CS. 
11. It is compiling a list of appropriate 

Catholic Spanish and French books. 

The Committee on Defense Activities 

under the chairmanship of Dr. William 
A. FitzGerald, actively assisted by Mr. 
Richard J. Hurley, reports that two lists 
of fifty titles each have been submitted 
to N.C.C.S. An annotated list of 200 
titles will also be ready before the end 
of the year. 


Tue THINKER’s Dicest 

The Thinker’s Digest is an attractive, 
orderly abstract of Catholic thought in 
current and classical literature prepared 
by the well known Sister Miriam, R.S.M., 
who is now professor of English, College 
Misericordia, Dallas, Pa., and who was 
its former librarian. 


Tue Tarsot CLus 

New Senior HicH Scuoot Book Cus 

Meeting at a dinner in New York City 
at the Empire State Building, at which 
Father Francis Talbot, S.J., was the guest 
of honor, the Directors and Founders of 
Pro Parvulis Book Club announced the 
formation of a new Book Club to be 
called The Talbot Club. In his address 
of announcement the Reverend Francis 
X. Downey, S.J., said in part: “Two 
years ago Pro Parvulis Book Club, in its 
effort to meet the reading needs of boys 
and girls in the last years of Senior High 
School, inaugurated its popular and 
rapidly growing Fourth Group. This 
year the growth and outstanding success 
of Group Four has necessitated that it 
have an individual identity of its own 
and also a Board of Editors who, working 
outside with these modern young people 
in literary circles, prep schools and acad- 
emies, know them and their tastes in- 
timately.” 


Father Downey then announced that 
the new editors are Harold C. Gardiner, 
S.J., Literary Editor of America; Joseph 
Cantillon, S.J., Librarian of Regis High 
School; Thomas V. Reiners of Brooklyn 
Prep School. Under the chairmanship 
of Father Downey these editors are now 
selecting a national board to assist them. 


From the speech of the Editorial Sec- 
retary of Pro Parvulis, Miss Mary Kiely, 
on the significance of the new name for 
this new club, we quote here an excerpt: 


“When the momentous question of 
naming this club came to the fore only 
one name seemed either suitable or in 
keeping with its ideals. For if its pur- 
pose is—and it isl—to establish in our 
Catholic Youth knowledge of and a last- 
ing life-appreciation of its Catholic liter- 
ary heritage, then what more fitting than 
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that it be mamed for Reverend Francis 
Talbot, of the Society of Jesus, Editor of 
America. He it is who came forward in 
a period when American Catholic liter- 
ature was at its lowest, uncreative level, 
with no horizon of better days in sight, 
when the American Church was losing 
the intellectuals of her laity to the dubi- 
ous morass of modern Thought and a 
literature of confusion . . . Father Talbot 
founded The Catholic Book Club and 
courageously lifted the fog, showing Cath- 
olic America its own intellectual and 
literary possibilities, its hope for a new 
day! . . . He it is who builded in the 
twenties and thirties a shining, exciting 
standard of Letters for us. He it is also 
who initiated the Catholic Poetry Society, 
the Catholic Library Association, and 
helped with the Gallery of Living Cath- 
olic Authors . . . Under the pioneering, 
constructive, inspiring name of Francis 
Talbot this club goes forward into the 
years as a challenge and a reminder to 
youth of a measure by which they can 
grow, of a Catholic peak in Letters which 
they can hope to climb. 


And the initial book of The Talbot 
Club High conquest—the new, notable 
and beautiful book on the mountains of 
the world and their famous conquerors 
and climbers is in keeping with the work 
this new club has to do and which it has 
joyously grasped.” 

* * * 

An interesting brief article entitled 
“Books in Reading and Ecclesiastical 
Controls” by Reverend Colman j. Farrell, 
O.S.B., appeared in the June, 1941 issue 
of Ecclesiastical Review. In particular, 
Father Farrell discusses the Index libro- 
rum prohibitorum and the canon law on 
prohibited books in relation to contem- 
porary educational requirements. 


A CaTHOLic Literary MoveMENT 
Marks Its First Decape 


Catholic books are being written by 
the hundreds throughout the English 
speaking world. But for the most part, 
these books are unrelated entities. They 
appear without any method of coopera- 
tion except such as may be given by pub- 
lishers and book clubs. Many excellent 
and greatly needed books, that might 
have been written and should have been 
written, remain forever mere ideas that 
will never have any existence between 
covers. There has always been a need 
for a unifying movement to coordinate 
these efforts into a powerful movement. 


Ten years ago this month, the Rever- 
end Joseph Husslein, S.J., then dean of 
the School of Social Service at St. Louis 
University, collaborating with the Bruce 
Publishing Co. of Milwaukee, set out on 
a program of founding a “university in 
print” to which the name Science and 
Culture Series was given. This idea was 
an inspiration born of the realization that 
there was a dearth of literature written 
on university subjects for popular con- 
sumption. 

Like the Oxford movement of another 
day, the Series has made a return to 
fundamentals, demonstrating the appli- 
cability of Christian principles to world 
problems. Literally “a university in 
print”, it is an institution for the people, 
the curriculum covering the highest of 
intellectual subjects yet presented in 
clear, concise language within the under- 
standing of the average individual. It 
has be-n offering, to all, the best scien- 
tific and cultural thought of Catholic 
thinkers, scientists, and literary men. 
Each work is intended to be popular 
without sacrificing scholarship, and is 
the result of original research, while at 
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the same time presenting larger and more 
familiar aspects of the subjects treated in 
the fields of biography, history, literature, 
psychology, philosophy, Scripture, re- 
ligion, etc. 


Over a hundred and twenty-five vol- 
umes have come from the press since the 
founding of the Series ten years ago. The 
publishers have averaged ten books each 
year—a book a month. A large propor- 
tion of the volumes in the Series has 
been written at the special request of the 
General Editor with the subject itself 
often definitely suggested —a necessary 
procedure in carrying out the plan and 
purpose of the Series. The first author 
to write for the Series was the Reverend 
James J. Daly, S.J., now professor of Eng- 
lish at the University of Detroit, whose 
first book was A cheerful ascetic. Other 
books from his pen now include Boscobel 
and The Jesuit in focus. The latest book 
in the Series is Padraic Gregory’s When 
painting was in glory. Other famous 
authors on the list are: Theodore May- 
nard, Daniel Sargent, Hilaire Belloc, 
Raphael C. McCarthy, S.J., Christopher 
Hollis, Donald Attwater, Reverend 
Charles P. Bruehl, Joseph Husslein, S.J., 
Joseph Clayton, Hugh de Blacam, Dr. 
Herbert E. Cory, Helen Parry Eden, 
Katherine Bregy, Shane Leslie, Margaret 
Yeo, Lillian Browne-Olf, and many more. 


In May, 1934, came a division in the 
Series. While the original group em- 
braced the cultural and scientific, a cer- 
tain group of incoming manuscripts were 
so definitely concerned with the cultural 
aspects of religion that they fell, quite 
naturally, into an individual classifica- 
tion called the Religion and Culture 
Series. The books in this series reflect 
the influence of Christian ideas on civili- 
zation, education, social, and private life. 


In some of them, the subject matter is 
confined to the personal implications of 
creed, code, and cult. In others a broader 
consideration is made. 

The richness of the material has not 
been suffocated in a dull, long-faced sanc- 
timony. Brilliance of style, originality of 
thought, an occasional indulgence in dig- 
nified satire, and always scholarship 
characterize the books. The first book 
in this series was The Catholic way in 
education by William J. McGucken, S.]., 
followed by Christian life and worship 
by Gerald Ellard, S.J., The rosary: A so- 
cial remedy by Thomas A. Schwertner, 
The spiritual legacy of Newman by Wil- 
liam R. Lamm, S.M., and many others 
including that phenomenally popular bi- 
ography of an American Trappist, The 
man who got even with God by M. Ray- 
mond, O.C.S.O. 

Setting a standard of only that which 
might reflect the highest credit upon the 
Church, the two Series have carried for- 
ward to a point of international accept- 
ance. Thousands have caught the value 
in the idea of a collection and crystalliza- 
tion of the best Catholic scholarship and 
culture, which this Catholic contribution 
gives to the world. These groups, though 
nominally and for practical purposes dis- 
tinct, constitute together but one single 
cycle. They are the harmonized expres- 
sion of but one single movement. 





Because of an unexpectedly large 
number of new subscriptions the 
October issue went out of print 
within a month after publication 
and we earnestly request that sub- 
scribers and contributors who may 
have received extra copies or who 
have copies no longer needed will 
return them to us. 
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NaTIONAL CaTHOLic Book WEEK 

Since the publication of the November 
issue we have received many more re- 
ports of successful and novel celebrations 
of the second National Catholic Book 
Week. At Philadelphia the Free Li- 
brary had an exhibition from November 
1 to 20, of books and manuscripts includ- 
ing some first editions by Contemporary 
Philadelphia Catholic Authors. Among 
the authors whose works were included 
were: Charles J. McFadden, Charles P. 
Bruehl,- Ella Marie Flick, Arthur Hobson 
Quinn, Edward H. O’Neill, Edward A. 
Strecker, Agnes Repplier, George Kelly, 
T. A. Daly, Katherine Brégy, Edward 
Hawks, Walter George Smith, Helen 
Grace Smith, Francis J. Sheed, Maisie Ward 
and William L. Haywood. The Phila- 
delphia Catholic Literature Group 
donated four sets of ten books each, all 
written by Philadelphia Catholic authors, 
to the circulation department of the 
main library and to three large branches 
* * * Mt. Saint Scholastica’s College 
distributed Reading Lists in leaflet form, 
printed on colored paper. These lists 
gave fifty outstanding titles for boys and 
girls under twelve * * * The Regis Li- 
brary Association of Regis College, Den- 
ver, also prepared a classified list of 
books in leaflet form recommending about 
fifty titles in biography, current events, 
fiction, history and literature * * * From 
Spokane we received an elaborate pro- 
gram of their Catholic Book Fair. From 
Tuesday, November 4th through Satur- 
day, November 8th a series of lectures 
was presented at afternoon and evening 
sessions on book reviewing, book clubs, 
the Academy of Living Catholic Au- 
thors, the Pro Parvulis Book Club, and 
children’s reading. This year the Spo- 
kane Unit emphasized the Academy of 


Living Catholic Authors by: a. having 
books by everyone of the thirty-seven on 
display; b. having photographs of some 
fourteen with biographical blurbs, dis- 
played in a special alcove with their 
books beneath. The books continued as 
one emerged from the alcoves with their 
escutcheon on the wall above flanked by 
beautiful Michaelangelo prints; c. three 
fifteen minute radio plays (Daniel Sar- 
gent came in for a whole one of these); 
d. a special lecture on the Academy by 
one who has met at least ten of the au- 
thors; e. at this lecture a list of the mem- 
bers of the Academy was passed to each 
one of the audience with the designation 
as to whether each author was a convert 
and when. The children’s program on 
Saturday morning, to quote Sister Cath- 
erine Eileen of Holy Names College, was 
“loads of fun and although the children 
were packed in like sardines, they were 
as good as gold. My only regret was 
that we were obliged to limit the num- 
bers from each school (parochial). Next 
year we hope to have a book character 
parade in which all may participate. A 
Pro Parvulis book prize was won by St. 
Anne’s School on its interpretation of 
the Queen of hearts for the primary 
level; St. Augustine’s on Tom Sawyer 
for the intermediate group; Lourdes for 
a scene from the Gay Poet for the upper 
group. I really think that besides de- 
veloping future supporters for the Fairs, 
these children are our best medium of 
publicity. Parents and teachers at- 
tended.” * * * St. John’s University 
held a one-day Book Fair on November 
8th at which three addresses were de- 
livered: “The Contemporary Novel”, 
Right Reverend Monsignor John J. Bel- 
ford, Pastor, Nativity Church, Brooklyn; 
“What is Catholic Literature?” Dr. Ar- 
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thur Deering, Graduate School, St. John’s 
University; “The Public Library”, Dr. 
Milton J. Ferguson, Brooklyn Public Li- 
brary. The library of St. John’s Univer- 
sity issued complimentary copies of the 
Supplement to the reading list for Cath- 
olics to sixty-eight libraries with the sug- 
gestion that this Reading list would assist 
them in the display of a book shelf of 
Catholic titles during the week. Invita- 
tions to attend the Book Fair were mailed 
to 400 elementary and high schools and 
a selected reading list of 1941 publica- 
tions for children and young people 
was prepared by Miss Alice Louise Le 
Fevre. Extensive publishers’ displays 
were arranged in the auditorium * * * 
On November 7th at Marywood Col- 
lege, Scranton, Pennsylvania, a meeting 
of librarians from the Scranton-Wilkes- 
Barre area was held at which more than 
fifty public, college and school librarians 
were in attendance. Mr. Harold A. 
Wooster, librarian of the Scranton Public 
Library, presided. 


WEsTERN New YorkK 

The Western New York Catholic Li- 
brarians Conference held its October 
meeting at Mount Mercy Academy, Buf- 
falo. Sister Mary Grace, R.S.M., pre- 
sided at the general meeting. 

Sister Mary Fabian, R.S.M., with the 
pupils of the seventh grade of Holy Fam- 
ily School presented a dramatized review 
of The Good Master by Kate Seredy. 
While the book characters appeared on 
the stage and dramatized certain inci- 
dents of the story, the class in choral 
expression gave a detailed review of the 


book. 


Reverend Bernard J. Magee presided 
at the meeting of the high school section. 
Sister M. Georgia led the discussion 


“What shall we do about spotted books 

suggested for high school reading?” A 

resumé of this discussion appeared in 

The Library Bulletin. 

The following books were reviewed: 
Reverend B. J. Magee: Rim of Christen- 

dom. Bolton. 

Sister M. Georgia: Mary Stuart, young 
queen of Scots. Criss. Wrestlers with 
Christ. Pfleger. 

Sister Mary of The Annunciation: So 
falls the elm tree. Bonn. 

Sister M. Bernice: Abraham Lincoln. 
Sandburg. The girl who ruled a king- 
dom. Kellogg. 

Sister Saint Ruth: Goodly heritage. 
Chase. Goodly fellowship. Chase. 
Sister M. Jeanette: Everybody’s St. Fran- 

cis. Egan. In the footsteps of St. 

Francis. Raymond. St. Francis of 

Assisi. Chesterton. 

The November meeting of the confer- 
ence was held at Canisius High School, 
Buffalo. Reverend Andrew L. Bouwhuis, 
S.J., presided. 

Mr. Peter Mallon, President of the J. J. 
Little and Ives Printing Company, ad- 
dressed the group on “How a Manu- 
script Becomes a Book”. Manuscripts 
and books in various stages in the process 
of book making were used by Mr. Mallon 
throughout the lecture. As the meeting 
was held on the last day of the Canisius 
High School Book Fair sectional meet- 
ings were dispensed with in order that 
members might visit the many interesting 
exhibits. 


OREGON- WASHINGTON 
The annual meeting of this unit will 
be held at Holy Names College, Decem- 
ber 27-28 and will be the first annual 
meeting to be held in Spokane. The 
Most Reverend Charles D. White will 
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give the opening address. Reverend Alex- 
ander Tourigny, S.J., librarian of Mount 
St. Michael’s Scholastica, will speak on 
“Ideas, Ideals and Action”. A group of 
round table meetings will present a cross 
section view of the work being done to 
develop a Catholic reading public in the 
Northwest, emphasizing the work of the 
laity. Other round tables are being de- 
veloped for the elementary, high school 
and college groups under the chairman- 
ship respectively of Sister M. Boniface, 
Sublimity, Oregon, Mother of Good 
Counsel, Portland, Oregon, Reverend 
Arthur Wharton, S.J. 


MINNESOTA-DAKOTA 

The seventh annual conference of the 
Minnesota-Dakota Unit was held at the 
College of St. Scholastica on November 
21 under the chairmanship of Sister M. 
Justina, O.S.B. Miss Sarah Wallace, ref- 
erence librarian of the Minneapolis Public 
Library, was elected chairman for the 
coming year. 

Program of this regional conference: 
8:30 Registration—Tower Hall Lobby. 
9:00 Opening Mass — Chapel of Our 

Lady Queen of Peace. 
10:00 General Session—Auditorium. 

Welcome — Reverend Mother 
Agnes, O.S.B., President, Col- 
lege of St. Scholastica. 

Discussion — “Library Service to 
Catholic Readers.” 

Sarah L. Wallace, Public Library, 
Minneapolis. 

Sister M. Consilia, O.S.B., St. 
Cloud Hospital, St. Cloud. 

Mary C. Baker, Public Library, 
Duluth. 

Jane Ann Hannam, Incarnation 
Parish Library, Minneapolis. 
Reverend Thomas J. Shanahan, 
St. Paul Seminary, St. Paul. 


Sister M. Bertha, Presentation Sis- 
ter, Sacred Heart Academy, 
Fargo, N. D. 
Sister Marie Cecilia, C.S.J., Col- 
lege of St. Catherine, St. Paul. 
Reverend Benjamin Stein, O.S.B., 
St. John’s University, College- 
ville. 
12:30 Luncheon—North Dining Hall. 
Greeting — The Most Reverend 
Thomas A. Welch, D.D., Bishop 
of Duluth. 
2:30 Sectional Meetings. 
College Round Table — Faculty 


Room. 

Chairman — Bernadette A. 
Becker, St. Thomas College, 
St. Paul. 


Sister M. Dominica, O.S.F., Col- 
lege of Teresa, Winona. 
Discussion—“The Catholic Library 

Association.” 
High School Round Table—Music 
Hall. 
Chairman — Brother Michael, 
F.S.C., High School, Winona. 
Elementary School Round Table. 
Chairman—Sister M. Lourdine, 
O.S.B., Holy Angels School, 
St. Cloud. 

An intensive membership campaign 
preceded the meeting as a result of which 
over twenty new librarians are members 
of C.L.A. under the chairmanship of 
Sister M. Henrita, O.S.B., College of St. 
Benedict, St. Joseph, Minnesota. 


Honors To Dr. CASTANEDA 
On Sunday, October 12, Dr. Carlos 
Eduardo Castafieda, Ph.D., LL.D., was 
formally invested as a Knight of the 
Holy Sepulchre in a ceremony held 
in Gregory Gymnasium, University of 
Texas. The sermon preached at the in- 
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vestiture “Chivalry and Honor” was de- 
livered by Most Reverend Francis C. 
Kelley, Bishop of Oklahoma City and 
Tulsa and Prior of the Equestrian Order 
of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, 
Western American Lieutenancy. 

Dr. Castafieda has long been an active 
member of the Catholic Library Asso- 
ciation. His address on “The Beginning 
of Printing in America” appeared in the 
May, 1939 Catholic Library World and 
has been reprinted several times and 
translated into Spanish. He has also con- 
tributed many book reviews. Full bio- 
graphical information will be found in 
American Catholic who’s who. 


PHILADELPHIA 

A meeting of the Philadelphia Area 
Unit of the Catholic Library Association 
was held at St. Joseph’s College on Sun- 
day afternoon, November 30, 1941. Sister 
Mary Borromeo, S.M., chairman of the 
group, presided at the meeting. 

After opening words of welcome by 
Very Reverend Thomas J. Love, S.]., 
President, St. Joseph’s College, the fol- 
lowing program was presented: “Modern 
Literature and Church Law” by Rever- 
end Miles J. O’Mailia, S.J.; “Library 
Standards According to the Cooperative 
Study of Secondary Schools” by Miss 
Helen L. Lowrey; reports of the chair- 
men of the Library and Literature Groups 
of the Philadelphia Area: 

a. College Group — Reverend Daniel 

P. Falvey, O.S.A. 

b. High School Group—Reverend Jul- 

ian C. Resch, O.Praem. 

c. Elementary School Group — Sister 

M. Christella, S.B.S. 
d. Adult Literature Group—Miss Rose 
E. Dougherty. 

“The Making of a Book Jacket” by 

Mrs. Rosamund Beebe Cochran of the 


Macmillan Co.; “The Librarian’s Role in 
the Teaching of Christian Social Doc- 
trine” by Reverend Joseph A. Maloney, 
S.J.; “The Wilmington Diocesan Library” 
by Mother Mary Agatha, O.S.U. 


PITTSBURGH 

The fall meeting of the Pittsburgh 
Unit was held at Our Lady of Mercy 
Academy on October 25. Miss Alice 
McGirr, Reference Librarian of the Car- 
negie Library, discussed “Books of Cath- 
olic Interest”; the topic chosen by Miss 
Dorothy Hopkins of the East Liberty 
Branch of the Carnegie Library was “The 
Supplementary Reading List for Ele- 
mentary Schools of the Diocese of Pitts- 
burgh”. 

Following are the results of the elec- 
tion of officers: Chairman: Sister M. 
Hieronyme, Librarian, St. Xavier Acad- 
emy, Latrobe, Pa. Vice-Chairman: Rev- 
erend Ambrose Burke, T.O.R., Librar- 
ian, St. Francis College, Loretto, Pa. 
Secretary-Treasurer: Sister M. Gertrude, 
Librarian, Our Lady of Mercy Academy, 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


LipraRIANS As Epirors 

During the past month several publi- 
cations have appeared with which li- 
brarians have been closely connected as 
editors. The Official History and Record 
of the Ninth Eucharistic Congress, St. 
Paul, Minnesota, was issued by the His- 
torical Records Committee of which 
Reverend Thomas J. Shanahan was chair- 
man. 

From Wilmington, Delaware, has come 
a beautifully printed record of Ursuline 
Tradition and Progess commemorating 
the four hundredth anniversary of the 
Ursuline Order. This volume was pre- 
pared under the editorship of Mother 
Agatha Brickel, O.S.U. 
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PRESIDENT AND EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 

Since our annual Conference last June in Cin- 
cinnati, seven letters pertaining to C.L.A. affairs, 
requiring comment, voting and decisions were 
addressed to the Executive Council, by the Presi- 
dent. From these letters there resulted an inter- 
change of opinions resulting in decisions pro- 
tecting C.L.A. policies. 

Annual Meeting, 1941. The Executive Council 
determined the place and time of the 1941 Con- 
ference as well as the theme through the Pro- 
gram Committee. In accordance with the custom 
established a few years ago of meeting on odd 
years in the same city as the National Catholic 
Education Association, New Orleans was selected. 

Catholic Library World. During the past year 
the editor, Mr. Eugene P. Willging not only has 
continued the lofty professional spirit which he, 
as editor, injected into earlier volumes, but he 
has broadened the reading interest by the series 
on current Catholic authors and the lists of re- 
views in Catholic periodicals of “best sellers”. 
Increased membership has ensued. 

Catholic Periodical Index. It seems provi- 
dential that within the past two years under the 
editorship of Mr. Laurence A. Leavey, there have 
been issued the 1930-33 cumulation, 1939 and 
1940 annuals, as well as the customary quarterly 
issues of C.P.I. The list of subscribers continues 
to grow, but not fast enough to absorb the an- 
nual deficits. 

Committees. The committees continue to func- 
tion according to needs. Especially busy have 
been the Committee on the Catholic High School 
Catalog (Mr. Richard J. Hurley, Chairman), and 
the Committee on National Catholic Book Week 
(Mr. Charles L. Higgins, Chairman). A new 
Committee, the Committee on Defense Activi- 
ties, one purpose of which is to prepare book 
lists for soldier libraries, was created. 

Round Tables. C.L.A. was represented in 
Chicago at the Mid-Winter Christmas meeting by 
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a lively round table (Reverend Thomas J. Shan- 
ahan, Chairman). A Round Table (Mr. Charles 
L. Higgins, Chairman) in the form of a town 
meeting followed by a luncheon will feature the 
C.L.A. representation at the Boston Conference, 
on Tuesday, June 24. Every available means for 
bringing together Catholic librarians has been 


favored by the President and the Executive 
Council. 
Units. Two new additions, the Philadelphia 


and Pittsburgh Area Units, have joined the 
rapidly growing group of local and regional 
groups desiring to get together more frequently 
in order to spread C.L.A. objectives and ideals. 
Excellent programs have featured the many unit 
meetings frequently held during the year in 
different sections of the country. Since last 
conference the President attended unit meetings 
in New York, Brooklyn and Philadelphia. 

Publications. The C.L.A. issued in conjunc- 
tion with National Catholic Book Week A read- 
ing list for Catholics (Mr. John M. O’Loughlin, 
Editor), an authoritative annotated list of books 
for Catholic laymen. Also, reprints from The 
Catholic Library World of many professional and 
literary articles have been in demand. 

Loss. It was our sorrow, recently, to lose the 
advice and assistance of a member of the Execu- 
tive Council, Doctor Paul J. Foik, who was called 
to join a celestial library association. Doctor Foik 
was the founder of the Catholic Library Associa- 
tion, one of its most loyal workers. The Cath- 
olic Periodical Index germinated in his mind and 
constantly he was of aid to the Association by 
advice, by encouragement, and by service on 
Committees. R.L.P. 

Membership. Two years ago the President ex- 
pressed a wish that C.L.A. membership be 
doubled. It is a pleasure to realize that such a 
wish has been approximated. 


The President wishes to express the deepest 
gratitude for the willing, untiring support and 
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the gracious cordial friendliness manifested by 
all the members of the Association and in par- 
ticular to the Executive Council and to the per- 
sonnel of Committees. 
Wii A. FrirzGerap, Px.D. 
President. 


SECRETARY-TREASURER’S 
FINANCIAL REPORT 
STATEMENT OF CASH RECEIPTS 
AND DISBURSEMENTS 
CaTHO ic Liprary ASSOCIATION, SCRANTON, Pa. 
For the Period—September, 1940- August, 1941 
BaLANCE—SEPTEMBER 1, 1940 

On Deposit 
Petty Cash on Hand. 


RECEIPTS: 
Memberships, 1940-1941 
From $3.00 Memberships 849.00 
From $5.00 Memberships _ 1,719.50 
Special Dees nccceceneen- i‘ 9.00 
Arrearages 8.00 2,585.50 


Prepaid Memberships, 
1941-1942 
From $3.00 Memberships 117.87 
From $5.00 Memberships 114.75 


Catholic Library World 
Advertising 744.62 
47.84 


SS Eee - 
Sale of Publications 
Saints for Modern 
18.05 

Helen C. White 30.53 
James M. Gillis ......... . 24.85 
Agnes Repplier ....... >. ae 
Theodore Maynard ... 29.15 
Fulton Sheen ......... —_ ia 
Sister Madeleva 21.85 
Carlton Hayes ....... -. ae 
Monsignor Guilday ... 17.88 
Leonard Feeney 12.50 
Daniel Sargent 20.46 
Paul Claudel 10 
Lenten Reading List... 65.48 
Handbook of American 

Catholic Societies... 122.58 
Reading List for 

CE ncicacae 2a 


Catholic Periodical Index. 20.00 
Miscellaneous 142.75 


TOTAL $5,253.15 





DisBURSEMENTS 
Catholic Library World 
Printing (Nine issues, 
October-May and 
Handbook) $1,576.35 
Miscellaneous .............. . 48.51 $1,624.86 





Catholic Periodical Index 
Edityur’s Salary ................ 
Miscellaneous 





Catholic Library Association 
Clerical Salary 797.00 
Office Supplies 103.95 
Printing: 

Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: White 
Handbook of American 
Catholic Societies ... 
Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Repplier — 
7500 Kraft Manila 


Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Madeleva.. 
1575 Invoices in 
Duplicate 
Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Gillis 
1000 Lenten Reading 
Lists (Samples) 
Books and Magazines for 
Catholic High Schools 
Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Hayes 
2500 Lenten Reading 
Lists 
7000 Lenten Reading 
Lists 1 il 
Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Maynard... 
Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Sargent .... 
New Orleans Confer- 





Contemporary Catholic 
Authors: Sheen ... 
10,400 Stationery 
Letterheads ....... sisi 
2000 Invoices in 
DeRD  cccctecene a 
New Orleans Confer- 
ence: Tickets, etc 
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9.00 


38.50 


11.00 


9.95 





Miscellaneous: 


Bank charges on foreign 
Chocieh, ‘G00: ° <.ccesitinin ee 
Refunds for overpay- 
ments j 
Copyright Charge 
Purchases of Reading List 
for Catholics 
National Catholic Book 
Week Committee 
Subscription to Pro 
Parvulis Herald ........ — 
Binding 
Mailing list purchase ..... 
Radio Replies purchase.... 
American Surety Co. 


Bond, $2.000 








15.00 


4.48 


16.50 
2.00 


29.37 
50.00 
1.00 
3.00 
4.00 
1.55 


5.00 





Conference and Travel 
Expenses (President and 
SeceeRRD | ncccmnscpinex = 

Petty Cash Expenditures: 
Stamps 
Travel 
Telephone and Telegraph 
Supplies 
Freight and Express 
Miscellaneous 











254.50 





Balance August 31, 1941... 
Jl ee 


5,104.76 


148.39 





Ql - 


$5,253.15 


Eucene P. Wittoine, 


Secretary-Treasurer 


THE CATHOLIC PERIODICAL INDEX 


The Catholic Periodical Index has demon- 
strated a continuing satisfactory progress during 
the past year. Subscriptions have increased from 
331 as mentioned in the previous report to over 
450, an increase of more than 100 subscribers 
for the year. The financial report, appended to 
this summary, shows a decrease in our total 
deficit. Last year’s deficit amounted to $3,564.76 
(a corrected figure); this year’s report shows a 
decrease of approximately $1,000.00 from that 
amount. It is expected that with the appearance 
of the 1938-1942 cumulated volume next year 
this debt will be completely cancelled. 

The usual promotional program was carried 
on this year; in addition, letters were forwarded 
to the editors of the periodicals indexed request- 
ing the insertion in their periodicals of a tag-line 
to the effect that the contents of their respective 
magazines were indexed in The Catholic Peri- 
odical Index. The replies were mostly favorable. 


Announcement is now made of the cumula- 
tion covering the period January, 1938-June, 1942 
to be issued next fall. Because of printing 
schedules, necessary revisions of copy, etc., an 
inevitable delay has occurred between the ap 
pearance of the September issue and the annual 
cumulation. By changing the dates of annual 
cumulations from January to June, it is hoped 
that difficulties attendant upon such delays will 
be minimized. 

During the annual convention in New Or- 
leans, Miss Anne M. Cieri resigned as chairman 
of the Committee on The Catholic Periodical 
Index. Her successor is Brother A. Thomas, 
F.S.C., Director of Libraries, Manhattan College, 
New York. As members of his committee he 
has chosen Dr. William A. FitzGerald, Librarian, 
Brooklyn Preparatory School, New York, and 
Mr. William A. Gillard, Assistant Librarian, St. 
John’s University, New York. The Editor con- 
tinues, ex officio, as Secretary of the Committee. 

To all these, and others who contributed to the 
success of The Catholic Periodical Index, a grate- 
ful word of appreciation is hereby tendered. 

Laurence A. Leavey, 
Editor. 
(Financial report on page 90) 
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FINANCIAL Report FOR Periop Coverine Juty 1, 1940—June 30, 1941 





















































Income: 
Subscriptions iti liaiigtiidiaas $3,886.30 
RI i RR ie ES 575.20 
$4,461.50 
Less expenses: 
Printing—September, 1940 issue .$ 333.86 
1940 annual 900.23 
March, 1941 issue 343.49 
June, 1941 issue ........ 398.84 
$1,979.42 
Rent 90.00! 
Preparing annual for shipment, materials and labor........._.... 20.18 
Editorial work to October, 1940 ...... 258.922 
Handling editorial mail “ 20.00 
Postage: Post Cards, editorial 4.353 
24 boxes for holding copy 5.52 
ne Ute Mr NS oe ccduineinatesbemes 1,115.37 
$3,493.76 
Ree TR tr UN  ssthnncininioschelteaunmneilgne 7.74 
Less: Deficit from report of June 30, 1940. 2,064.76 
i ae be $1,097.02 
Addenda to financial report: 
Credit: 
1. Reduction in rent, period July 1—December 31, 1940, as 
per letters between Editor and Mr. H. W. Wilson, 
August, 1941 30.00 
Reduction in rent, period October 1, 1939—June 30, 1940, 
as per above 45.00 
2. This item, covering the clerical work, e.g., typing, filing, 
correspondence, etc., has been assumed by the Editor, 
beginning October 1, 1940, and is now defrayed by 
him as a contribution to C.P.I. 
3. Reduction, by cancellation of part of charge....—................ 50 
75.50 





$1,021.42 


Debit: 


C.L.A. contribution to C.P.I.: Editor’s salary 1,500.00 








TOTAL DEFICIT $2,521.42 














Book Reviews 








Magazines for high schools; an evaluation of a 
hundred titles. By Laura Katherine Martin. 
Wilson, 1941. Pp. 161. $1.75. 

This volume is designed as a source book for 
information concerning suitable magazines for 
the high school library. In the first section, the 
author presents the data of eight surveys made 
during the last five years by librarians, pupils and 
teachers. These surveys are presented in tabu- 
lated form with a criticism of the results. The 
author points out that results do not correlate 
and her selection has been quite independent of 
the data presented. The second section is a sub- 
ject arrangement in twenty-six groups of the one 
hundred evaluated magazines plus one hundred 
forty additional titles used for comparison. The 
third section consists of individual appraisal of 
one hundred—teally ninety-eight—magazines. An 
appendix and index conclude the volume. 

Catholic school librarians will agree with the 
philosophy of the author that magazines should 
be selected to meet both the interests and needs 
of students. The data presented concerning sut- 
vys and the individual appraisals are quite valu- 
able. For use in Catholic schools the volume has 
a number of deficiences. The survey made by 
the Department of Library Science, Catholic Uni- 
versity of America, of magazines used in Catholic 
high schools and endorsed by Dr. Eells is not 
mentioned. A note in the appendix calls atten- 
tion to the symposium of articles concerning this 
in The Catholic Library World. When the pub- 
lication was mentioned, the Department called 
attention to this survey in a letter to the H. W. 
Wilson Company and to the author. In the 
subject groups we find no Catholic magazine in- 
cluded under Current Comment where one 
might expect to see America, Commonweal, 
Catholic Digest or Catholic World. Under De- 
finite Viewpoints The Commonweal which rates 
six on our scale is given whereas America which 
rates nine is omitted. Under Special Interests 
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there is no Catholic magazine although The 
American Hebrew, a negro and Chinese maga- 
zine are included. Under Magazines Addressed 
to Adolescents the Catholic Boy and Catholic 
Girl are not mentioned. Section Three, consist- 
ing of one hundred (ninety-eight) recommended 
titles, again has no Catholic magazine although 
we find them for Jews, negroes, lapanese, Mexi- 
cans, and radicals. In Appendix A The Catholic 
Periodical Index is not mentioned under Periodi- 
cal Indexes. 

While we have no objection to the author com- 
piling a list for public schools, Catholic schools 
should be warned of the limitations of this 
volume. It most distinctly is not for Catholic 
high schools which will probably find the ratings 
in the Eells list in the Evaluative Criteria quite 
as satisfactory. 

RicHarp James HUuR.ey, 
Assistant Professor, 
Department of Library Science, 
Catholic University of America. 


A list of 5,000 Catholic authors. Alphabetically 
arranged; compiled by John A. Fitzgerald and 
Lawrence A. Frank. A reference book for li- 
braries and a check-list for compiling Catholic 
catalogues of public libraries. Ilion, N. Y., Con- 
tinental Press, 1941. Pp. 101. $1.00. 

This entry-a-line checklist gives merely the 
surname and forenames of approximately 5,000 
Catholic authors of all periods, usually adding 
initials of religious orders but omitting dates of 
birth and death, an omission that will hinder 
identification in many instances, e.g., Boyle, 
Thomas, Brown, Alfred J., Burke, A.P., Smith, 
S.B., etc. This lack of dates, however, is not as 
serious as the absence of many important names 
such as Agnel, Aigrain, St. Albertus Magnus, 
Alcuin, St. Aldhelm, Allard, Sr. Aloysi (Kiener), 
Fr. Aloysius, Sr. Alphonsa, St. Ambrose, Fr. Am- 


bruzzi, St. Anthony of Padua, Apponyi, and 
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Arens. At least twice as many lesser omissions 
could be found in the letter “A”. Furthermore, 
there is no mention of a Catholic society, such 
as the American Catholic Historical Association, 
American Catholic Philosophical Association, 
Catholic Conference on Industrial Problems, Na- 
tional Catholic Alumni Federation, National Con- 
ference of Catholic Charities, National Catholic 
Educational Association, etc., whose proceedings 
and miscellaneous publications should certainly 
be accorded a place in a complete record of 
Catholic titles in public libraries with which this 
List is designed to assist. Finally, a list of major 
periodicals could well be appended. It would 
be far better to save $1.00 and place it in a bank 
until you can afford the much more complete 
and satisfactory Guide to Catholic literature, is- 
sued by Walter Romig & Co. 


Nobel prize winners: Charts—indexes—sketches. 
Compiled by Flora Kaplan. (Second and revised 
edition.) Nobelle Publishing Company, 6140 
Cottage Grove Ave., Chicago, Ill., 1941. Pp. xvi, 
144. $2.50. 

This cloth-bound edition adds eighty pages to 
the paper-bound edition of 1939. It contains 
about everything one ordinarily wants to know 
about the Nobel Prize and its 207 winners be- 
tween 1901 and 1940. In her foreword to the 
second edition Miss Kaplan rightly deplores that, 
while the world ballyhoos the mass murderers 
of history, the Caesars and Napoleons, it but 
little honors its real heroes, the contributors to 
science and art. If for no other reason than 
that it deflects light from the Nelsons to the 
Newtons of our times, this book should be in 
libraries. 

But it is also valuable and interesting. The 
sketches of the winners are quite full, interest- 
ing, and accurate. The charts and arrangements 
are according to nationalities and subjects. Hence 
a teacher in physics can quickly find the ma- 
terial to enliven his course by introducing the 
great modern pioneers in the subject. So too 
for the other subjects. 

Much interesting data appears. The Germans 
and Austrians are first with 51 winners, the 
British second with 30, the French third with 27, 
and the Americans foruth with 25. I miss the 
interesting but necessarily somewhat inaccurate 
religion chart of the first edition, which has been 
replaced by two tables analyzing Catholic and 


Jewish recipients. 
A. J. A. 


Principles of college library administration, 
Second edition. By William M. Randall and 
Francis L. D. Goodrich. American Library Asso. 
caition and the University of Chicago Press, 194), 
Pp. xiii, 249. $2.50. 


This second edition presents very little new 
material. Changes consist of revised statistical 
tables which, however, are not essentially differ. 
ent from those in the first edition, a sample 
budget, and references to recent books and peri- 
odical articles. We had anticipated discussion 
of Branscombe’s Teaching with books, some of 
whose conclusions ran counter to assumptions 
made here, but his book is ignored except in the 
references. Branscombe had shown that size of 
libraries and educational effectiveness were not 
necessarily related; Randall and Goodrich assume 
that libraries should add several thousand vol- 
umes a year. Branscombe’s study is still unique 
as an evaluation of the effectiveness of the col- 
lege library while Randall and Goodrich is the 
best description of principles and practice. 


Teacher-librarian’s handbook. By Mary Pea- 
cock Douglas. American Library Association, 
July, 1941. Pp. 137. $1.90. 

Not for a long time have we seen as practical 
and as clearly developed a book relating to library 
science as this work. Perhaps our only unfavor- 
able criticism would be that we wish the price 
might be less, so that many of those teacher- 
librarians in the small schools of the country 
might possess it. Secondly, it is somewhat in- 
complete for Catholic school libraries. There is 
just a mere mention of the 200 classification and 
the evaluating of books is not in the Catholic 
tradition. However, this should not defer a nun 
librarian from having the book in a Catholic 
school library. 

There are a hundred and thirty-six pages with 
many line drawings of cards, record sheets, and 
examples of library methods; it is broken up into 
nine chapters, with a useful checklist page, a 
three-page glossary, a five-page bibliography of 
“tools for the librarian”, and an index. 

The first line of the Introduction in the table 
of contents states what we believe the author has 
succeeded in doing: Purpose of this book:— 
standards for school libraries, and philosophy of 
school library service. As Miss Smith in the 
Preface says: “The mere mechanics of book num- 
bering and of circulation is never allowed to 
obscure the real educational mission of the li- 
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brary, whether it be in reference to the pupils 
and the teachers whom it serves, or to the library 
assistants”. 

It is an excellent book and worth every cent 
it costs. Many a teacher-librarian in the average 
school of the United States will go without a few 
meals, or with one less permanent wave, or forego 
the movies, before she will go without this book. 
Seriously it is well worth every librarian pos- 
sessing for it will make her work more interest- 
ing, much easier and certainly more worth while 
in the accomplishments. 

Lucy Murpny, Librarian, 
Canisius High School Library, Buffalo, N. Y. 


Booklist books. 1940. Chicago, American Li- 
brary Association, 1941. Pp. 63. $0.75. 

A classed list of 276 of the more successful 
books of last year, considered by a vote of about 
fifty librarians to be most useful to the average 
small or medium sized public library. Of timely 
importance is the special list of “Technical and 
Business Books”, compiled by C. M. Mohrhardt. 
The annotations and cataloging suggestions given 
for each title should prove helpful to the situa- 
tion for which the list is intended. Of the seven 
works under Religion two are by Catholic au- 
thors. The list serves many purposes among 
which selection, evaluation, and aid to readers 
of recent and non-fiction, are but a few. 


Library of Congress rules for filing cards in a 
card catalog; a tentative interpretation. By L. E. 
Tomlinson. Author, Baylor University Library, 
Waco, Texas, 1941. 

“The work is based upon the rules formulated 
by the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, and those 
originally compiled by Miss Margaret Mann in 
1915, but altered according to the requirements 
and practices of the Library of Congress.” Minor 
and detailed rules such as those concerned with 
classical names and foreign languages have been 
omitted. The list is informative on the policies 
of our National Library in this matter but it 
will probably not be accorded recognition, since 
it was published “without L.C. approval.”! 


List of Latin American serials, a survey of ex- 
changes available in U. S. libraries. By Abel 
Plenn. Printed for the A.L.A. Committee on 
Library Cooperation with Latin America. Chi- 
cago, American Library Association, 1941. Pp. 70. 


l. Library Journal. 66:742 Sept. 15, 1941. 


This is the first of a series of studies by the 
A.L.A. Committee on Library Cooperation with 
Latin America made possible by a grant given 
by the Rockefeller Foundation. It includes the 
principal current serial publications of the twenty 
republics south of the Rio Grande available in 
important libraries throughout the United States. 
Serials of Puerto Rico are included, even though 
it is not a member of the Pan American Union 
but a territorial possession, because of its close 
cultural association with Latin America. Seven- 
teen leading libraries cooperated in compiling 
the list. Strangely, the serials of the New York 
Public and the University of Texas, extensive 
as they are, were not included. The extent of 
the serial publications of Latin America may be 
gathered from the total of 1340 titles included 
in this list, which, as the editor remarks, “makes 
no pretense at completeness”. 


C. E. Castafieda, 
University of Texas. 


America in fiction. An annotated list of novels 
that interpret aspects of life in the United 
States. By Otis W. Coan and Richard G. Lillard. 
Stanford University Press. Stanford University, 
California, 1941. Pp. vi, 180. $1.50. 


This monograph arranges the titles of fiction 
“in lists to correspond to the phases and aspects 
of American life” in order to “aid students of 
American civilization”, high school, college, and 
adult. It is divided into seven arbitrary headings: 
pioneering, farm and village life, industrial Amer- 
ica, politics, religion, the Southern tradition, and 
minority ethnic groups (Negro, Indian, Mexican, 
Jew, Irishman, Scandinavian, “Others”). 


While it does not list every novel that might 
fit into these headings, it does list the most rep- 
resentative ones. One can say that it gives 
enough titles for a good fictional background for 
the topics listed. Each title has a two to five 
line annotation—satisfactorily helpful. A sub- 
section on “The Catholics and the Larger Prot- 
estant Groups” in its five pages lists for Catholic 
background Doran Hurley’s Monsignor and The 
old parish, John Fante’s Dago Red, Willa Cather’s 
Death comes for the archbishop, and John P. 
Kennedy’s Rob of the bowl. There is a good 
index to authors, and there are four good pages 
of background reading, some for each section. 
While not an indispensable book, it is obviously 
a desirable one. 

Ata 
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BOOK CLUB SELECTIONS 
Catholic Book Club—October 


MAYNARD, THEODORE. The story of 
American Catholicism. The history of 
the Catholic Church in America. Mac- 
millan, 1941. Pp. 694. $3.50. 


This book provides a usable one volume his- 
tory of American Catholicism, which can be 
recommended as a textbook, but which is 
also written with a lively, interesting and 
critical style that will appeal to the general 
reader. The historical treatment is carried 
through the World War period; later years 
are treated mainly in the light of economic 
and cultural problems. An _ index, bibliog- 
raphy, and list of Sees and their occupants 
are included. 


Catholic Book Club—November 


SARGENT, Daniet. All the day long. 
Longmans, Green and Co., 1941. Pp. 
257. $2.50. 


Beginning with a very normal boyhood with 
its conflicts and indecision with regard to 
vocation, and following through days of study 
for the priesthood, ordination, and gradual 
realization of the work for which he was truly 
predestined, the founding and fostering of 
the Catholic Foreign Mission Society of 
America, this biography of Bishop Walsh is 
so developed that the reader and author 
simultaneously conclude that here is a man 
who combined the thoroughly practical and 
the highly idealistic with perfect results. 


Pro Parvulis Book Club—Sept.-Oct. 


Group One: Younger Children 

O’Brien, Maurice. Rory O’Mory. Long- 
mans, Green and Co., 1941. $1.50. 
Group Two: Boys 10-15 Years 
Hocner, DorotHy. Stormy. Oxford, 
1941. $2.00. 

Group Three: Girls 10-15 Years 
CROWNFIELD, GERTRUDE. Angelique. 
Crowell, 1941. $2.00. 
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Pro Parvulis Book Club—Nov.-Dec. 


Group One: Younger Children 
Epmonps, Water. The matchlock gun. 
Dodd, Mead Co., 1941. $2.00. 

Group Two: Boys 10-15 Years 
Newcoms, Covetie. The red hat. Long- 
mans, Green and Co., 1941. $2.00. 


A fictionized biography that follows closely 
the life of John Henry Newman from his 
school days at Ealing through his Anglican 
and Catholic career to the reception of the 
red hat of a cardinal from Pope Leo XIII. 


Group Three: Girls 10-15 Years 
MayYNarb, SARA. Princess Poverty. Long- 


mans, Green and Co., 1941. $2.00. 


Out of the background so skillfully woven of 
the details that establish the familiarity of the 
story and bring the characters to life amid 
their natural surroundings, emerge the poor 
man of Assissi and his “little brotherhood”, 
the Countess Clare, who established the order 
of Poor Ladies, and the humble Brother 
Juniper, the most remarkable of the followers 
of St. Francis. The principal incidents of 
their lives are blended into a very charming 
story. 


Pro Parvulis Book Club 
Jan.-Feb., 1942 


Group Two: Boys 10-15 Years 

SHore, Maxine. Hero of Darien. Long- 

mans, Green and Co., 1941. $2.00. 

Group Three: Girls 10-15 Years 

Criss, Mitprep. Isabella, young queen 

of Spain. Dodd, Mead Co., 1941. Pp. 

219. $2.50. 
This is a tale of a heritage running like 2 
jeweled chain through generations, influencing 
character, achievement and sacrifice and 
handed down like the unwritten law carried 
from the old world to the new. The author 
gives a vivid description of customs, cere 
monies, costumes and the background of 
nobility which governed 15th century Spain. 
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Talbot Club!—Sept.-Oct. 


ULLMAN, JAMEs. High conquest. Lippin- 
cott, 1941. $3.75. 


Talbot Club—Nov.-Dec. 
O’Hara, Mary. My friend Flicka. Lip- 
pincott, 1941. $2.50. 


Art 


Grecory, Papraic. When painting was 

in glory, 1280-1580. Bruce, 1941. Pp. 

275. $3.75. 
Painting was in glory between 1280 and 1580 
due to the fact that religion was in glory dur- 
ing these centuries. The criteria of good art 
are: 1) Important subject matter, i.e., religious 
subject matter; 2) Rendition of such subject 
matter in a way faithful to nature. Byzantine 
art, in spite of its religious content, is imper- 
fect because of its stylization; modern art is 
imperfect because of its stylization as well as 
its lack of religious subjects. 


Biography 

Fotey, ALBert S., S.J. St. Regis, a social 

crusader. Bruce, 1941. Pp. 268. $2.50. 
The reader of this biography will more than 
once reflect that seventeenth century France 
and twentieth century America were con- 
fronted with quite similar social evils. The 
author, perhaps unconsciously, certainly un- 
obtrusively, permeates the pages with a sense 
of the diabolical in the background of the 
hate manifested by humans for humans and 
of the slavery to hell effected by yielding to 
passion. St. Regis is presented as heroically 
defying that respectability which yields to the 
current false standards of success. 


Classics 


DiaMonn, WitFrep. Liturgical Latin. A 
simple method of learning the Latin of 
the missal for private study and as a 
class text in high schools, novitiates and 
study clubs. Benziger, 1941. Pp. xii, 
346. $2.50. 


A fresh comprehensive grammar of Church 
Latin. Easy in its manner of approach, well 
stocked with a large vocabulary, and practical 
in its treatment of the principles of Latin 
syntax, the book can be used with much 
benefit in preparatory seminary classes, dis- 
cussion clubs, and in Catholic high school 


classes. 
Fiction 
BorDEN, Lucitie Papin. King’s highway. 
Macmillan, 1941. Pp. 485. $2.50. 
King’s highway is another in the series of ad- 
venture stories dealing with the Starforth 


1. For information on The Talbot Club, see News and 
Notes in this issue. 





family and their struggles for the faith in the 
England of the 16th century. r sen- 
tence of exile the Starforths are sent to live 
in America so that the story is a combination 
of English persecution and of American mis- 
sionary work. The book is well written and 
is worthwhile reading except for one minor 
point, the author's unnecessary stressing of 
the importance of heredity. 
PHILLIP, QUENTIN Morrow. We who 


died last night. The Grail, Benedictine 
Abbey, St. Meinrad, Indiana, 1941. Pp. 


299. $2.00. 

Fighting back at the Chicago slums into which 
the depression and his wife’s desertion have 
cast him, Tony Lippert attains a prominent 
position in society. Faced with the choice of 
marriage while his divorced wife still lives, 
or of following his religious principles, he 
chooses the latter, ready to accept virtue as 
its own reward. An excellent story for the 
mature reader. 


Literature 
Maynarp, THEODORE. Not even death. 
St. Anthony Guild Press, 1941. Pp. viii, 
61. $1.25. 
This book, better titled than the poems, is 
not pure gold in spite of some breath-catch- 
ing beauty. Here are man without beast, 
exile without complaint, and drums without 
defeat; awareness that the loveless though 
suffering not, “suffer worst of all”, more even 
than “hearts washed in flame and tears”. 
Noyes, ALFRED. Shadows on the Down 
and other poems. Stokes, 1941. Pp. 110. 


$2.50. 
At first glance disappointing, this first volume 
of poems by the English poet in sixteen years, 
rewards a second and third reading. It is a 
brave book, though devoid of unshadowed 
beauty. If one hears through the melody of 
the lines, the rumbling of guns, one finds 
bravery that rings with faith, courage that 
knows not despair. The “light of light” 
brightens the pages, and softens the shadows. 

UNnoset, Sicrip. Christmas and Twelfth 

Night. Longmans, Green and Co., 1941. 


Pp. 41. $0.90. 


A new edition of the Christmas essay for 
some time out of print. From a consideration 
of the Madonna and Child as portrayed in 
art follow a series of reflections on the God 
who could come to earth as a little child be- 
cause He came from eternity, and who would 
so come that we might more freely approach 
Him with our gifts as did the Magi. The 
frontispiece is a reproduction of Lippi’s Virgin 
in Adoration. 


Music 
Stronc, L. A. G. John McCormack. 


The story of a singer. Macmillan, 1941. 
Pp. 301. $3.00. 
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In a simple, clear, pithy style is presented a 
fascinating, human biography of one of the 
most captivating figures in the world of music, 
and an exceptionally popular great artist and 
loyal Irishman. Many little human-interest 
stories, apparently trivial, give the biography 
an enjoyable flavor, while at the same time 
revealing an exceptional personality behind 
an irrepressible singer. 


Philosophy 
ApLerR, Mortimer J. A _ dialectic of 
morals. Towards the foundations of 
political philosophy. The Review of Poli- 
tics, University of Notre Dame, 1941. 
Pp. 117. $1.80. 


A dialectic of morals is written as a repudia- 
tion of the moral skepticism of today. It is 
a re-examination of traditional moral prin- 
ciples by the inductive use of dialectics. Be- 
cause it is a reconstruction—in broad out- 
line—of class discussions between Mr. Adler 
and Mr. Hutchins and their students, the book 
is of value and interest to teachers and serious 
students of philosophy and to the serious 
reader in general. 


Religion 
Hotuis, CHRISTOPHER. 


Longmans, Green and Co., 1941. 
216. $2.50. 


Here is shown the teaching of religious needs 
throughout the ages—the questions which 
Aeschylus and Virgil asked, the answers which 
St. Augustine and St. Thomas gave. Con- 
tents: Why God is. Does God intervene. 
The challenge of Homer. The lesson of the 
tragedians. The insufficiency of the Greeks. 
The demand for Messiah. Alexander and 
Meleager. The meaning of Virgil. The 
golden bough. Where was the body. The 
consummation in Dante. 

Homes, Frep L. The voice of Trappist 

silence. Longmans, Green and Co., 1941. 


Pp. 114. $2.50. 
The author, after a thorough study of the 
austere life of the Trappist monk, would 
bring the lessons learned in the silence of the 
monastery back to the everyday world as em- 
bodying the only principle of enduring peace 
among men. 

NATIONAL EucHaRrISTIC ConGress, NINTH. 


Official history and record, 1941. His- 
torical Records Committee, St. Paul Sem- 
inary, St. Paul, Minn., 1941. Pp. 293. 


Cloth, $2.00; Paper, $1.50. 
Includes the papers, addresses, and resolu- 
tions of the various meetings, together with 
the official documents of the Congress. There 
are numerous photographs and a few por- 
traits are very effectively reproduced in color. 
The book is indexed and the gold colth bind- 


ing makes it an attractive souvenir edition. 


Noble castle. 
Pp. 


Pius, Raout. Progress in divine union. 
Pustet, 1941. Pp. 142. $1.50. 


The author outlines the progress of the earn- 
est soul in its ascent of two mountains: The 
Calvary of self-conquest, and the Thabor of 
union with God in prayer. He presents a 
number of practical suggestions concerning 
meditation, distractions, intention, etc. 


Rosauia, SisteR Mary. One inch of 
splendor. Field Afar Press, 1941. Pp. 
90. $1.00. 


Another interesting addition to the Maryknoll 
bookshelf. In this day-by-day account we 
catch a glimpse of life in China and the work 
of the Chinese missionary. [Illustrated with 


photographs. 


Treacy, Geratp C. Curb thy tongue! 
Paulist Press, 1941. $0.05. 


The eighth commandment and the precepts 
of the Church. With discussion club outline. 


VorAGINE, Jacopus DE. The golden leg- 
end. Part two. Longmans, Green and 
Co., 1941. Pp. 800. $3.00. 


This second volume continues the legends of 
the saints from July tenth through the re- 
mainder of the liturgical year. The two vol- 
umes are the translation of a work which, in- 
cluding as it does every aspect of medieval 
culture, becomes indispensable as a reference 
to the history of the Middle Ages. 


Lippert, Peter. A light to my paths. 
Pustet Co., 1941. Pp. 274. $2.50. 


Spiritual reading that provides direct guid- 
ance in practicing the presence of God as 
the foundation of personal holiness. The dis- 
courses formed the last series of radio ad- 
dresses given by the author before his death. 
Sister Mary Aloysi Kiener, S.N.D., is the 
translator. 

Snyper, JosePH. Salve Regina. Medita- 

tions on the life, the titles and the praises 

of Mary. St. Anthony Guild Press, 1941. 

Pp. 230. $2.00. 
Sermonswritten originally for the Perpetual 
Novena of the Miraculous Medal, and pub 
lished in book form for use in other Marian 
devotions or for private meditation. In three 
parts, the book provides a biography of our 
Blessed Mother; meditations on various titles 
selected from her Litany; and a consideration 
of the praises evoked by her office as Media- 
trix. 

Sociology 
Hayes, Joun M. Designs for social ac- 
tion. Paulist Press, 1941. Pp. 38. $0.05. 


Means of fulfilling our moral obligation to 
society. Social Action Series, No. 20 
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